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5.1.2 Monitoring Congenital Anomalies
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The Canadian Congenital Anomalies Surveillance System (CCASS) gathers and collates data from hospital databases and
from some provincial congenital anomalies surveillance systems. However, the collection and recording of information
regarding congenital anomalies is not standardized across the country.1 Different provinces test for different conditions,
use different sources of data, and assess the presence of congenital anomalies in their populations differently. For example,
some include data on fetal anomalies from pregnancies terminated following a prenatal diagnosis, while others do not.'?
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Implications

The lack of standardization makes it difficult to compare data across provinces and territories. A new initiative to improve the
current system by strengthening surveillance at the provincial and territorial level is underway to address the limitations in
collection and reporting of data in the future. Congenital anomalies are an important cause of childhood death, chronic illness,
and disability. There is a need to develop standardized methods of coding data relating to congenital anomalies, along with better
registration and surveillance. Further research about the causes of congenital anomalies is needed.
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