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  Section 2 - Family Life

Contextual Module

A mother’s employment status can be affected by her family structure. Women with younger children are 
less likely to be employed than are those with older children. Still, in 2009, 45.9% of lone-parent mothers 
and 66.5% of women with partners who had a child under 3 years were employed outside the home.

By the time children are in school, 75.7% of lone-parent mothers and 79.2% of mothers with partners are 
employed.

2.2.17  Work and Family

Implications
With an increasing number of mothers working outside the home, it is important to provide more accessible 
and affordable early childhood care and education, and after school care.

Adapted from Statistics Canada http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/89-503-x/2010001/article/11387/tbl/tbl006-eng.htm, accessed January 15, 2012.

Fig. 2.2.17  Employment rate of women with children by family status,
Canada, 2009
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