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4.3.14 Work

Fig. 4.3.14 Employment rate for women, by age of youngest child,
Canada, 1990-2010
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Year

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010
Children under 6 years 55.8 57.7 63.2 67.1 66.9

Child 615 years 70.1 69.8 74.4 77.4 78.6

Women under 55, no children under 16 73.5 73.0 76.3 78.6 80.2

Statistics Canada. Labour Force Historical Review 2010 (Table 217). Ottawa: Statistics Canada, 2012 (Cat. No. 71F0004XVB).

The employment rate of women with children increased between 1990 and 2010, especially among women with children
under six years of age. In 2010, the employment rate for women with children under six was 66.9%, up from 55.8% in 1990,
and 78.6% for women with children from 6 to 15 years old, up from 70.1% in 1990.

Implications

In general, employment rates for women have steadily increased over the last 35 years, and more women with children are
finding employment outside the home. Although the proportion of women working with pre-school children has grown, they are
still less likely to be employed than women with school-aged children.’

1 Ferrao V. “Women in Canada: a gender-based statistical report.” Paid Work. http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/89-503-x/2010001/article/11387-eng.pdf, accessed June 29, 2012.
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