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  Section 1 - The Children and Youth of Canada

Contextual Module

In Canada, approximately 60 distinct indigenous languages are spoken. According to the 2006 Census, 
18% of all First Nations children and youth 2 to 24 years old had an Aboriginal mother tongue. This was 
markedly more prevalent among Status children and youth living on-reserve. On-reserve, 38% of Status 
First Nations youth ages 15 through 24 years spoke an Aboriginal mother tongue, as did 34% of those 
ages 6 to 14 years and 36% of young children ages 2 to 5 years. Once off-reserve, speaking with an 
Aboriginal mother tongue was reported by only 9% of Status youth ages 15 to 24 years, 5% of children 
ages 6 to 14 years and 6% of children ages 2 to 5 years. Off-reserve non-Status First Nations children and 
youth were least likely to speak an Aboriginal mother tongue, with only 1% of the under 25 population in 
each age group reporting doing so.
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Adapted from Statistics Canada, at http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/11-008-x/2010002/c-g/11336/desc/desc001-eng.htm,
accessed on November 28, 2011

Fig. 1.4.18  Proportion of First Nations children and youth
2 to 24 years with an Aboriginal mother tongue, by Status and residence,

on- vs. off-reserve, Canada, 2006
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Implications 
The threat of their languages disappearing means that Aboriginal people’s distinctive world view, the wisdom of 
their ancestors and their ways of being human could vanish as well.

-  Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, 1996


